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the Christians from their country. They have a name for
every one, regarding this as their patron on this subject, and
that as their patron on that subject; as the Gentiles used to
do in ancient times, assigning victories to Mars on earth,
and on the sea to Neptune; medicine to Esculapius; Her-
cules presiding over temporal benefits, promising him a tenth
part of their property, so that he might increase and take
care of it. But this people only ask of their gods plenty to
eat and drink, and good health, and victory over their ene-
mies. Many times the devil appears to them in various
shapes, promising to their ministers some of the things for
which they have been entreated. And when he does not
keep his promise and they complain, he answers, that he has
changed his mind because they have committed some great
sin; and thus the father of falsehood excuses himself.
When the cacique of La Espanola wished to celebrate a feast
in honour of his principal false deity, he commanded all his
vassals, both men and women, to come to him on a certain
day, and on arrival at the appointed spot, they ranged them-
selves in order. The cacique then advanced, and entered
the temple where the ministers were dressing the' idol.
There he sat down, playing on a drum, and all the other
people followed; first the men, painted black, red, and
yellow, with plumes of parrots' and other feathers, with or-
naments of sea-shells round their necks, their legs, and their
arms. The women were not painted at all; the girls were
quite naked; the married women had a covering hanging
from their waist, as in the Gulf of Paria, and other places
on the mainland. Thus they entered the temple, dancing
and singing certain of their songs in praise of their idol, while
their chief saluted them with his drum. Then, by putting a
stick down their throat, they vomited, so that the idol might
see they had nothing bad either in their stomach or their
breast. After performing these foolish ceremonies, they all
sat down on their heels, and, with a melancholy noise, they